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By: Meagan Catchings & 
Keith Simmons

Agape is Greek and it 
means unconditional 
love. On Tuesday, 
September 30, Oak-
wood University stu-

dents, faculty, and staff participated 
in the University’s annual Agape 
Day. Bright, yellow school buses 
shone through the overcast morn-
ing. This day was dedicated to serv-
ing the community in an attempt 
to spread the selfless love of Jesus 
to others. Following a brief wor-
ship thought and prayer, students, 
faculty, and staff loaded the buses, 

as they were eager to spread agape 
throughout the Huntsville com-
munity. More than 600 volunteers 
arrived at various sites. They pulled 
weeds, organized storage, read to 
children, scrubbed old windowsills 
and performed many other tasks. 
Simple things like those made a 
person’s day. This separates Agape 
Day from every other school day. 

less but also a sheer sense of joy. 
Shyenne Butler’s group provided 
assistance at a local library, reading 
to children and redecorating book 
displays. “This was an enlighten-
ing experience and I would love to 
do it again,” she said. “It helped me 
become more open-minded.” Over 
the day’s progression, students 
shared their Agape Day experiences 
on the social media sites Insta-
gram and Twitter using the hashtag 

It gives the students a sense of love 
that’s not bought or shipped. It’s the 
heart warming touch felt when one 
receives a “ thank you” or a “you 
really made my day.” One fresh-
man seminar class assisted a local 
nonprofit organization in building a 
house. “I thought we were cleaning 
a house, not building one,” Candace 
Holder shared. The bus full of wide-
eyed freshmen wasted no time 
getting to work. Students mixed 
cement, shoveled gravel and ham-
mered nails into wood, slowly but 
surely completing the crawlspace of 

the home intended 
for a single mother 
of two. One student 
admitted, “My first 
reaction was anger. 
I was under the 
impression we were 
cleaning the in-
side of a home, not 
helping construct a 
new one. But then 
our teacher re-
minded us that we 
were there for the 
benefit of others, 

not ourselves. True agape love is 
not conditional. Agape is helping 
others whether or not you feel like 
helping them. Looking back now 
I’m glad our class was assigned to 
that project. I ended up having a 
lot of fun after I let go of my selfish 
worries.” The students had a sense 
of ambition and genuine love that 
left a lot of people not only speech-
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Love In Action

“AgapeDay2K14.” This campus-
wide event provided students with 
the opportunity to connect with the 
community and show the uncon-
ditional love of Christ through 
service. In return, the students 
didn’t receive money or credits just 
a genuine thank you. When every-
one had finished his or her job, the 
outlook was excellent. Those who 
participated truly reaped the ben-
efits of agape love. 

Jocelyn Smith enjoys a laugh with one of the pre-school girls. Photo by Anthony Chornes, II
Students take a moment to pray before starting work.
Photo by Anthony Chornes, II
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moves on, we will begin to sprout 
through the Word and the Holy 
Spirit as He rains down on us with 
the living water.  We then, with 
the help of sunlight, can steadily 
grow in the God’s grace until we 
are strong enough to stand on what 
we have been taught.  Nonetheless, 
just like the plant will become weak 
without leaning upon the sunlight 
and water for support, we too will 
also become fragile.  We need Jesus, 
the living water, to supply us with 
what we need to assist us through 
life’s greatest struggles. And with 
this great power comes, great re-
sponsibility. 

R E I D  R E V I E W
The

With great 
p o w e r 
c o m e s 
great re-

sponsibility. This  is the main 
theme presented through-
out the whole Spider-Man 
franchise. Hello everyone, 
this is your friendly neigh-
borhood Editor-in-Chief, 
Jyremy Reid, here! And for 
those of you who don’t al-
ready know it, my favor-
ite superhero of all time is  
Spider-Man.

powers he quickly associated with 
the spider bite.  With his newly 
gained abilities, Peter uses his tal-
ents on television to make money 
as Spider-Man.  But one fateful 
night, Peter fails to stop a thief at 
the TV station as he declares that 
it is not his responsibility to do so.  
However, after forgetting about the 
situation, Peter comes home to find 
that his Uncle Ben had been mur-
dered.  Informed that the police 
had the criminal responsible held 
up in a warehouse, Peter changes to 
Spider-Man and goes to the scene.  
He easily captures the crook, only 
to discover that it was the same 
thief he let escape earlier.  Full of 
grief and regret, he understands 
that when someone has power, he 
is obligated to use it with responsi-
bility.  Therefore, Peter chooses to 
become the superhero we all know 
today.
 Just like Peter Parker, we as 
Christians, are also obligated to use 
our powers responsibly.  Paul tells 
us in 2 Timothy 1:7, “For God hath 
not given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind.”  By becoming Christians, 
we are boldly claiming that we are 
believers in Christ, exercising au-
thority over the evil forces through 
trust in God.  Therefore, it is im-

portant to dig deep and build our 
faith in order to full take advantage 
of this benefit.  However, building 
faith does not happen overnight.  
We must gracefully grow in Christ 
through our experiences one step at 
a time.  

Jesus gave many examples of 
how a Christian should grow in 
grace through the Father.  My 

favorite illustration is that of the 
plant.  When we begin our journey 
in the Lord, we are small and de-
fenseless.  But planted in the soil of 
the word of God, we become rooted 
in the scriptures.  As time gradually 

 The origin of Spider-Man is so 
well-known throughout pop cul-
ture, yet it is shockingly simple, but 
nonetheless very compelling.  Peter 
Parker, an orphan and outcast in 
society, lives with his Aunt May and 
Uncle Ben Parker.  One day while 
visiting a science museum, Peter 
is bitten by a radioactive spider.  
He eventually realizes that he has 
somehow received outstanding 
strength, agility, the ability to crawl 
on walls, and spider-sense.  These 

R E I D  a l l  a b o u t  i t
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pictures, said our goodbyes, and 
made plans to see each other dur-
ing Southern’s D.E.E.P. Sabbath 
program next semester. 

ries were conceived by the student 
body as a whole students left not 
only knowing more people than 
they had before but also knowing 
they have a strong community at 
this school. Thank you to USM for 
the eventful game night. 

CAMPUS NEWS

Their screams resonated 
as far as Wade Hall as 
time ran out in the game 
of Pictionary. To this 

day students still praise the win-
ners from the ebullient rounds of 
scrabble. Game night at Oakwood 
was one of the greatest nights of 
the 2014-2015 school year thus far. 
It was said to be a night that will 
never be erased from the minds of 
those that participated. On Sep-
tember 6th, students flocked to the 
Eva B. Dykes Library to engage 
in a range of games that included: 
Taboo, Spoons, and Wink. As the 
evening shifted into night, student’s 
enthusiasm along with the intensity 
of each game increased. 
 In the game of wink cheers 
echoed throughout the library as 
girls raced to slip away from the 

Hear Them Roar
Lauren David
Staff Writer

firm grasp of the guys behind their 
chairs. If they made it to the empty 
chair, shouts and applause erupted 
from onlookers. If not, mumbles of 
“aw, better luck next time” serenad-
ed the room. This game was a true 
test of the student’s slickness and 
agility. 
 Meanwhile there was also 
Taboo which was held upstairs and 
only able to be identified as mass 
uproar. Students began calmly as 
they started to explain the words 
received. But, as time wore on and 
more students joined the game, 
harmonious whispers turned into 
hollering screams. At one point, 
Taboo had over 30 people guessing 
for one person which resulted in 
laughter for minutes at the guesses 
being thrown out. Unlike Taboo 
and its joyous atmosphere, Spoons 

was pure warfare testing Darwin’s 
theory on survival of the fittest. As 
students joined the game, warnings 
were murmured to the newcomers 
from seasoned players. The scrim-
mage, havoc, onslaught, and com-
bat that took place at the spoons 
table throughout game night stays 
forever in the minds of those that 
were lucky (or unlucky) enough to 
have engaged in the game. Al-
though some came out wounded, 
others defeated, spoons was overall 
the best game of the night that re-
sulted in the unification of students 
from every classification. 
 Game night was not just about 
winning or losing. It was an event 
put together by USM to evoke 
feelings of friendship and family 
among students. By creating an en-
vironment where multiple memo-

The D.E.E.P. Sabbath Experience
Julian Palmer, IV
Staff Writer

For some, D.E.E.P. Sabbath 
is a great opportunity to see 
old friends and to make new 
ones. Oakwood may be the 

only HBCU of its kind, but we are 
part of an extensive network of Sev-
enth-day Adventist institutions. The 
Diversity Exchange Enhancement 
Program is a semi-annual celebra-
tion of with sister school Southern 
Adventist University. This semester, 
our USM Special Events Coordina-
tor, Chelsea Cobb, arranged all of 
the right events for a power-packed 
Sabbath. Three busloads of South-
ern students filled the MAC for a 
power packed worship service. 

Deep Sabbath was something I 

had been looking forward to since 
the beginning of the school year. I 
got to meet up with an old friend 
of mine from Southern, and I also 
got to meet some new people. The 
service was wonderful, the mu-
sic was on point, and the sermon 
was powerful. After the service, I 
got to hang out with my old and 
new friends from Southern for 
most of the day. I gave them a tour 
of our campus and of Huntsville, 
we made a stop at the park by the 
Von Braun Centre, we went for a 
Sabbath walk, and I played guitar 
while we all sang worship songs. 
Once it was time for Southern to 
leave, my new friends and I took 

Photo by Julian Magloire
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myself, “Wow, what a preserver!”  
 Another lesson highlighted was the 
lesson of Humility. This lesson just so 
happened to be a topic point of his pre-
sentation. He asked us a very poignant 
question. “Do you want to be humble, 
or would you rather be humbled? God 
gives grace to the humble, and it is by 
grace, through faith that we are saved.”  
If you’re not humble in returning your 
gift to God, you’ll get up on stage in 
front of a crowd of folks, prep you fin-
gers to play, and you’ll forget everything 
you’ve ever learned on the piano.” says 
Mrs. Robertson. “You don’t want God 
to humble you. When you are given a 
gift, a talent, and people applaud you. 
People tell you how wonderful you are. 
Give God the glory. The gift has been 
lent to you, in return use it for the glory 
and honor of the God who lent it to 
you. This makes Him happy.” The long 
lasting words from Dr. Jon Robertson 
that will forever rest in our hearts. 

Campus News Continued....

D 
r. Jon Robertson is a virtu-
oso, graceful, man of God. 
He embodies the philo-

sophical rudiments of class, knowl-
edge, and more importantly humility. 
It was the music department’s privilege 
to have Dr. Robertson on staff for what 
seemed to be a week, but was only a 
mere two days. He availed himself to 
early mornings and late nights with the 
hopes of changing one’s life musically 
and spiritually. 
 As a child involved intensely in 
advanced piano lessons, his teacher 
strongly proposed the idea to his par-
ents that he should drop out of school, 
and focus primarily on piano. Surpris-
ingly, they listened. This was the begin-
ning of Jon Robertson, the child prod-
igy. It was not until he was 17 years of 
age that he enrolled into his first formal 
institution. This institution was none 
other than Juilliard School of Music. 
After receiving his undergraduate and 

Music Dept. Experiences A Blast From the Past
Justin Jordan
Staff Writer

master’s degree from Juilliard he then 
became the department chair at our 
dear school, Oakwood University.  
 If you have used your mathemati-
cal skills correctly and calculated the 
equation at hand you would realize an 
interesting fact about Dr. Robertson; 
he is still quite young.  As he took on 
the responsibility as Oakwood’s music 
department chair he was only 24 years 
of age. 
 As God continued to work in his 
life he became the F.D.R (Franklin Del-
ano Roosevelt) for UCLA’s music de-
partment. The Dean of Music position 
for UCLA’s music department is limited 
to a five year span; Dr. Robertson held 
it for twelve years. He commuted back 
and forward from Norway to LA every 
two weeks for ten years conducting ma-
jor symphonies with some of the best 
orchestras in the world. 
 He currently serves as the conduc-
tor of the Redlands Symphony while 

also serving as the Dean of Lynn Uni-
versity Conservatory.  
 It was a pleasurable gift from God 
to be around this man and learn from 
his many experiences. Three times Dr. 
Robertson was diseased with stomach 
cancer. In one point of time It became 
so severe that doctors had to surgically 
remove his stomach completely out of 
his abdominal cavity. What he shared 
with us next was an amazing testament 
to God’s grace. Although his stomach 
had to be removed, the doctors were 
able to create a small pouch out of his 
intestines to serve as a new stomach. It 
was in this moment where I thought to 

Freshman Concert Ends With Success
Kaylah Joseph
Staff Writer Afew months ago, these in-

dividuals walked across a 
platform, shook hands with 
administration, and were 

then presented with their high school 
diplomas. More recently, these same 
individuals bravely stepped on anoth-
er stage. This time was much different 
than the last time. For this time, they 
would be in front of hundreds of Chris-
tian individuals waiting to worship 
their Maker along with them. 

Minutes into the service, delighted 
OU students took to Twitter to praise 
Kevin Simons, the Freshman Choir di-
rector.  Later into the evening, Y’nhia 
Pollard quickly became a hot topic as 
her fingers skillfully glided across the 
piano while she simultaneously sang “I 

Can Only Imagine.” 
As the worship service continued, 

the audience was blessed by many 
talented freshmen. Sam Bagley and 
his rendition of “It Is Well,” a well-
written poem by Khalil Clarke, an 
all-male singing group, a memorable 
praise dance, and a selection by Jo-
Paul Scavella, were just some of the 
performances that occurred throughout 
the evening. 

This year, there was a new addi-
tion to the program. In addition to the 
musical arts, a young man brought his 
Bible to the pulpit and brought a Word. 
We are excited to see what else God has 
in store for these young people as they 
matriculate through Oakwood. It can 
only get better from here. 

Photo by Reginald Mattison

Dr. Jon Robertson
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It is more than a sport to us. We are 
not a joke. We represent Oakwood 
University just as much as any other 
organization on this campus.”

When asked what she really 
wanted the student body to know 
about the team, with the perfect 
mixture of assurance and humility 
Captain Deshay replied, “This year 
the volleyball team has an excep-
tional amount of talent. With the 
extra help and improvements cur-
rently being made, I have no doubt 
that we will make it to the champi-
onship.” With head coach Bianca 
Richardson pushing them to their 
full potential, there is no way they 
won’t make it all the way. As they 
continue to work hard, our job as 
the student body is to encourage 
these twelve ladies to keep pushing 
and to tell them that we are proud 
of them. Be sure to support them at 
their next home game on October 
25 at 7:30 vs. Concordia College. 

SP ORTS

Sweat Makes the
Green Grass GrowCamille Moore

Staff Writer

Diligence and dedication 
marks the success of any 
sports team. No other 
team on Oakwood’s 

campus was more eager for a win 
than the Lady Ambassadors soccer 
team. On the 18th of September, 
the team finally secured their first 
victory in four years against Bryan 
College of Dayton, Tenn. This is 
not just a personal victory for our 
Lady As, but for Oakwood as an 
institution. There is no doubt that 
the earnest commitment of each 

woman on the team will make the 
difference for this year. Also, the 
sheer skill and strength of the team 
has dramatically increased. As an 
institution, we should be extremely 
proud of the progress that the 
Lady Ambassadors have made this 
season. With our continued sup-
port, there will be more prospective 
victories. The final home game of 
the season will be on October 20 
at 2:00 p.m. Come out and support 
our ladies with encouragement! 

On September 4 at approx-
imately 6:00 p.m., most 
of campus was desolate, 
except for once place. 

Many students stopped what they 
were doing to go support our Lady 
Ambassadors in their first home 
volleyball game of the year. There 
was a range of emotions in the gym 
until the last moments of the game. 
Everyone in the gym could feel the 
intensity in the air. The score was 
2-2 with one match left to determine 
the winner. Team Captain, Whitney 
Deshay (#3), was able to ignite her 
teammates’ spirits to get the win, 
and that was an excellent way to 
start off the season. In an interview 
with Jasmyne Martin (#2), she ex-
pressed that “Whitney showed great 
leadership in that game and does a 
great job of supporting as a team-
mate and a friend.” 

The Lady Ambassadors con-
tinue to keep this winning attitude, 

being 3-5 and winning all their 
home games. In their most recent 
home game on September 
20, they defeated their 
opponent with an 
easy 3-0 victory. 
Jasmyne Mar-
tin and Avery 
Seymour (#5) 
aggressively 
defended the 
net so mas-
terfully that 
it was near im-
possible for the 
opponent to get the 
ball over. Freshman sen-
sation Jordan “Jojo” Brown (#23) 
made great recoveries in difficult 
situations, explaining why she holds 
the position of Libero, meaning best 
passer on the team. Players such as 
Nakoma Rutledge (#5), C’asia Ber-
mudez (injured reserved), Belicia 
Gayle (#4), Porsha Headley (#18), 

Jolnice Paris (#6), and Deidra Rus-
sell (#8) contributed enormously 
by scoring, passing, and defend-

ing when necessary. Andrea 
Blake (#19) showed how 

powerful her hits were 
and overwhelmed the 
opponent with those 
hits several times. 
Jocelyn Woodson 
(#7) did a great job 
of setting up her 

teammates for the 
score, and showed that 

she could not only pass, 
but score. Woodson threw 

the ball in the air and launched 
it for the game winning serve. The 
crowd went wild! There was a sense 
of enjoyment and pride as we saw 
how serious our ladies were about 
the game of volleyball. Jasmyne 
Martin put it best when she said 
that “We (the volleyball team) are a 
family. We are a part of Oakwood. 

Oakwood Volleyball Team Starts Off Victorious
Gabriel Carter
Sports Editor
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and wonderful. The next time you 
get on your knees just shout unto 
God a joyful noise and see the bless-
ings that will come forth from God. 
Give everything to God and give 
Him your praise because God de-
serves it all and he loves you. 

R E L I G I ON
Passionate Prayer
Isaac Nwadike
Spiritual Editor

What is prayer? Some 
will say that prayer is 
a form of communi-
cation to God, some 

will say prayer is a cry to God, oth-
ers will call prayer a form of worship 
to God. All these forms of prayer are 
right, but prayer comes in another 
form, what I believe to be prayers 
truest form, which is praise to God.
 Prayer is a form of praise and 
worship to God because you ac-
knowledge God as supreme and 
loving and acknowledge the fact 
he is the only one that can help 
you with any situation.  If you look 
at prayers in the Bible, you can see 
that some prayers begin with a cry 

and a plea to God in a form of re-
quest for something and at the end 
of the prayer (and most prayers) the 
person who is praying beings to lift 
up the name of the Lord and praise 
Him continually. Prayer is so amaz-
ing because even when we are cry-
ing to God about our problems, He 
is getting worship and praise. When 
we are crying to him and telling 
him our problems we are making it 
known that only He has the power 
to fix and restore true peace in our 
lives. God wants to hear our prayers; 
He loves you so much and wants 
only the best for you.

Now when you pray, don’t only 
pray for the problems that are going 

on in your life, but praise God for 
all the great works he has done in 
your life. When you pray you should 
shout to God for His wonders and 
blessings that he has done and has 
in store for you. Make a joyful noise 
to God for he has done so many 
awesome works in 
your life. If you don’t 
believe that God has 
done anything spec-
tacular in your life 
just look in the mir-
ror, or go take a run, 
or talk to your fam-
ily. We have so much 
to praise God for be-
cause He is almighty 

What Is L.E.T.C. All About? Aisha Allsop 
Director of LETC

The Literature Evangelism 
Training Center (LETC) 
is an industry that has 
been a part of Oakwood 

University’s rich history and educa-
tional program since 1896. LETC was 
established to provide opportunity for 
students to, in a very practical way, 
engage in mission service while simul-
taneously supporting their Oakwood 
education. This missionary centered 
program is an excellent means of 
developing spiritual, mental, physical 
and social skills, which are the essen-
tials for a holistic Christian character. 
It also prepares the students for their 
life’s work and leadership roles through 
a practical experience in organization-
al dynamics and financial planning.
  LETC’s mission, embedded in the 
gospel commission of Matthew 28:18 
“go ye therefore…,” is to train, moti-
vate and develop students in the art, 

Seventh-day Adventists Christians. 
The funds earned through canvass-
ing are then appropriated to the LE to 
support their education. 
 During the academic school year 
and each break the students are given 
the opportunity through a weekly one-
hour Wednesday night workshops to 
become a certified student literature 
evangelist and canvass on a campaign 
in any of the cities of the regional con-
ferences within the North American 
Division. Upon their return from the 
campaigns the students are refreshed, 
revitalized and ready to testify of 
their encounters with God, financial 
achievement, friendships formed but 
most importantly, refocused on the 
purpose of their educational endeavor. 
 This summer, students participat-
ed in campaigns in Washington, DC, 
Tampa and Orlando Fla., and South 
Carolina. Of the group canvassing in 

psychology and technique of canvass-
ing Christian and health literature to 
the public and throughout the North 
American Division with a missional 
emphasis. The purpose is to provide 
the means where by the students can 
actualize their witness for Christ; share 
the gospel to souls in need; develop a 
closer walk with the Lord and pro-
vide a way to support their education 
through our scholarship program. 
 Student literature evangelists (LEs) 
canvass in neighborhoods, commu-
nities, and cities sharing the gospel 
through the selling of books and 
magazines. Free tracts are also distrib-
uted widely. Student LEs meet people 
in their homes, at places of business, 
or parking lots. They pray with people, 
encourage them, and introduce our 
Christian literature to them. Very often 
LEs sign up people for bible studies 
and these individuals become baptized 

Washington, DC, OU student Chaka 
Samuel, a junior religion and theology 
major testifies: “Canvassing has had a 
major impact in my life. It has taught 
me the importance of having a strong 
faith. Many times I have been discour-
aged by people who didn’t want to hear 
what I had to offer and sometimes I felt 
like I wasn’t able to reach my financial 
goal. By having faith in God during the 
rough times, He has seen me through 
by impressing people to buy some 
books, give a donation, or even kind 
words of encouragement. Jeremiah 
29:11 is a powerful verse that I said to 
myself. “For I know the plans I have 
for you, “ declares The Lord,  “plans 
to prosper you and  not to harm you, 
plans to give you a hope and a future.”  
This ministry was truly a blessing.”
 Many who have and who shall 
canvass will agree with Chaka indeed 
this ministry is a blessing. 
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Sabbath-keeping Adventist minister.  
Other people began to play prominent 
roles in the overlooked issue.  Joseph 
Bates, a retired sea captain, held key 
positions in the Millerite movement.  
He devoted the remainder of his life to 
proclaim the news of the Sabbath.  In 
his studies, Bates saw the connection 
between the Sabbath and Christ’s min-
istry in the sanctuary.   

Prophetic gifts were also given to 
people of that time period.  Wil-
liam E. Foy, a black American 

was given four visions.  Two of them 
were given to him before the Great 
Disappointment and two were given 
afterward.  During a Christian meet-
ing on January 18, 1842 in Beacon 
Hill, Boston, Foy experienced his first 
of four visions.  He was hesitant at first 
to share his manifestations due to the 
prejudices against blacks.  However, 
he did share and continued his hope 
in Jesus’s soon return until his death 
in November 1893.  God also placed 
the prophetic gift upon another ma 
named, Hazen Foss.  He was shown 
the journey of the Advent people to 
the city of God.  He was to share his 
vision, but because of fear of opposi-
tion, he refused.  
 Again he was shown another 
vision and was told to share it, but 
again he refused.  In a third vision he 
was told that he was released from his 
duty, and that the burden would be 
place upon the weakest of the weak.  
A few weeks later, Foss stood out the 
door of a small chapel to listen to a 
miraculous story.  He was urged to go 
inside, but he refused.  Shocked that 
the story told was very similar to that 
of his vision, he left in the night.  The 
person telling this story was a young 
17 year old girl by the name of Ellen 
Harmon; later known to the world as 
Ellen G. White. 

Religion Continued....

It was a brisk Saturday morning on 
August 1831, and an unimagina-
ble start to the most momentous 
day in the life of New England 

farmer, William Miller.  Deep within 
his conscience he struggled with the 
thought of preaching about his discov-
eries of Daniel 7, the 1260 day proph-
ecy, and the soon coming of Christ.  Fi-
nally, William Miller decided to make a 
deal with God that if He would open up 
a way for him to preach, he would do 
so.  After praying, he went back to his 
morning duties thinking nothing else 
of the bargain he had made.  But in the 
space of half an hour, something hap-
pened that was to change his whole life.
 An opportunity from Miller’s 
nephew to explain his recent discov-
eries at church next Sunday was given 
to him.  Angry and confused, William 
Miller stormed out of the house and 
into the Maple grove in his backyard.  
He was enraged at God; especially since 
he had a strong fear of public speaking.  
But after wrestling with the Lord for an 
hour, he decided that he would devote 
the remainder of his life to declaring 
the soon return of Jesus Christ.    
 Subsequently, invitations to speak 
were given to William Miller both near 
and far.  In fifteen years, he would have 
never dreamed that his influence would 
extend for Low Hampton, New York 
to across the globe.  There were many 
throughout the other continents who 
anticipated all of Miller’s recent find-
ings.  Despite their different cultural 
and denominational backgrounds, they 
were certainly in agreement on the idea 
that the 2300 day prophecy would be 
fulfilled sometime in the 1840’s.  And 
so the warning of the coming judg-
ment and the soon coming of Jesus was 
given in the old world, as well as in the 
new.  Throughout the whole world the 
second coming of Christ was preached 
nonstop.  

 

Miller was always reluctant to set an ex-
act date of the Lord’s return. And with 
the approach of 1843, he was pressed to 
be more specific.  So he predicted that 
the second coming would be between 
the spring of 1843 and 1844.  But the 
spring of 1844 did pass, and Christ did 
not return.  Looking to the Bible, the 
Millerites searched for a solution to 
their problem.  Then on August 1844 
at a camp meeting in New Hampshire, 
a Millerite preacher by the name of 
Samuel Snow electrified his audience.  
He found that the end of the 2300 days 
would be in the autumn not in the 
spring.  So he concluded that tenth day 
of the seventh Jewish month would oc-
cur on October 22, 1844; the very day 
that Jesus was to return.  The hills of 
New England soon rang with the news 
of the Midnight cry.  
 As the days counted down, many 
were baptized, closed their stores, 
quit their jobs, confessed their faults, 
and spent hours in prayer.  Finally the 
long awaited day of October 22nd ar-
rived, and thousands of believers were 

in anticipation for the return of the 
Bridegroom.  Countless Adventists, as 
they were later called, waited in prayer 
while looking toward the east the 
whole day.  Across the country, oth-
ers gathered in churches and private 
homes.  But Jesus did not come.  What 
had begun as a day of sweet expecta-
tion, ended in the darkness of disap-
pointment.  
 Many Adventist believers gath-
ered at the home of Hiram Edson, a 
Methodist laymen, during this time.  
The disappointment of Edson and his 
friends was all but too real.  In fact, 
many began to doubt God and think 
that the Bible was nothing but a fai-
rytale.  And some of them wondered if 
there was still a God in heaven.  Their 
disappointment was equal to that of 
the disciples’ during the crucifixion 
of Christ.  Hiram Edson and friends 
began to pray earnestly and search 
through the scriptures to find the 
meaning of their distress.  
 Suddenly, they realized that Christ 
had actually moved from the Holy 
Place to the Most Holy Place in the 
heavenly sanctuary on October 22, 
1844.  The Lord had a work to do in 
heaven before returning to the earth; 
and that’s where William Miller had 
made his mistake.  In the following 
months, Hiram Edson and his associ-
ates continued to study the subject of 
the sanctuary and its cleansing; their 
findings were later published.  
 Soon afterward, a new subject 
would closely follow that of the disap-
pointment; a topic known as the Sab-
bath.  In 1844 Frederick Wheeler, a 
Methodist pastor, visited the home of 
Rachel Oaks, a Seventh-day Baptist 
widow.  There Mrs. Oaks convicted 
Pastor Wheeler on keeping all the 
commandments, especially the fourth.  
Soon afterward, he kept his first Sab-
bath, preached on it, and became the 

The Great Disappointment
Jyremy Reid
Editor-in-Chief

William Miller
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beadwork and leather designs, Bal-
main has something to appeal to ev-
ery woman. 

never know what 
you may find

When shop-
ping in the thrift 
store, it is always 

about picturing 
yourself in the piece of 

clothing. You often have 
to make the item your own and add 
you own swag to it. The thrift store 
is like having all different kinds of 
styles under one roof. Thrifting can 
be quite fun and also easy on your 
pockets. The Thrift Mart down the 
street on University has thirty per-
cent off every Friday for students. 
Just go with your friends one day 
and make those twenty dollars 
stretch!  

FA S H I ON
Mariah Scarver
Staff Writer

I’m Gonna Pop Some Tags

The weather is changing 
and so is our clothing. 
Goodbye shorts and tank 
tops, and hello scarves 

and sweaters. Although we are 
coming into a new season, we do 
not have to go out and buy a new 
wardrobe to match the new weath-
er. So you only have twenty dollars 
in your pocket and you are looking 
for a come up? No fear, the thrift 
stores in Huntsville can help you 
out with that. Some people may 
be a little apprehensive of buying 
someone’s old shirt or jeans from 
the 80s, but once you wash them, 
they are as good as new and you do 
not have to worry about seeing that 
same piece of clothing on someone 
else at the Market.

Because the fall in the south is 
very bipolar, it is important to dress 
in layers. Many a times, the morn-
ings in the fall are chilly, however, 
by the afternoon, the sun has come 
out and the temperature has risen. 
Don’t be that person about to pass 
out in a hot chunky sweater that you 
cannot take off until you get back to 
the dorm. Try a t-shirt or a nice but-
ton down and wear a light sweater 
or jacket over it that can be taken 
off and tied around your waist (an 
Oakwood favorite). Thrift stores al-
ways have nice plaid and plain but-
ton downs in every color and fabric. 
Many can be found for three to five 
dollars. Sweaters are also in a wide 
array at thrift stores.

Jeans are a staple year round, 

but we tend to 
appreciate them 
the most during 
colder months. 
Thrift stores have 
jeans in every wash, 
style, and brand. 
Distressing jeans are really 
easy; all you need is a razor. Cut 
some slits in the pants and throw 
them in the washer and you have 
the same jeans a department store is 
trying to sell for fifty dollars.

Accessories also make the out-
fit this fall. Hats, scarves, cool socks 
all play a part in pulling your out-
fit together. Many times, people 
look over the accessory section of 
the thrift store and they miss out. 
Always, check the accessories, you 

Fresh Out the Runway
Jeffrey Wilder
Staff Writer

The lights dim. A beat 
drops. A tall modelesque 
woman appears, illumi-
nated by the many runway 

lights that lie before her. From head 
to toe, she is showcasing her look to 
the hundreds of people in the room, 
hanging on her every move. The 
clothes, styled to perfection by the 
designer, gleam against the flash-
es of the photographers’ cameras. 
This is the moment that can make 
or break a designer’s entire year, or 
even their entire career. Welcome 
to Mercedes-Benz Fashion week, 
where trends are born, and people 
all around the world learn what is 
in and what is out. Trends that may 
have been popular the previous year 

could suddenly become irrelevant 
in one instant. 
 One very popular showcase this 
year is none other than that of Bal-
main.  Run by 28 year old creative 
director Olivier Rousteing, Balmain 
has soared to new heights in 2014. 
With his use of an urban infusion 
of class and elegance, Rousteing has 
created a ready-to-wear line that 
will appeal to the fashionably eclec-
tic woman world-wide. 
 Taking a very creative approach 
to fashion, Rousteing has opted to 
use various materials that aren’t nec-
essarily normally cohesive with one 
another to create one big master-
piece.  From various animal prints, 
to soft colorful palettes, to intricate 
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ADVICE COLUMN
“Child You Better Ask Somebody!”

Question:  
I hate going to the café at dinner time because I feel like everyone is watching and judging 
me. And basketball season is coming up, which is like the café times ten. Help!

Answer:
I know exactly what you’re talking about. Going into the café or the gym at prime time really can feel like all eyes are on you; but I want 
to remind you of something: other people’s opinions of you are irrelevant. The only thing that matters is how you feel about yourself. 
And even if you feel like you don’t have the cutest outfit or your hair/makeup isn’t up to par, walk with confidence anyway, and eventu-
ally you’ll start to feel confident. Remember you are a child of the King and He doesn’t make junk. Good luck on your next catwalk!

Question:  
I am having a hard time adjusting to the time restricts of the cafeteria, and sometimes I 
may even leave hungry, how do I adjust without having to spend money on food every 
day?

Answer:
Most people come into Oakwood having a tough adjustment to the food. When I first got here my issue was the time also. When I was 
back home I wouldn’t eat dinner till 7pm, so the fact that the café closed at that time was tough. I will tell you that the more balanced 
your diet is during the day, as in having 2-3 meals a day, the more your body will adjust. If your only meal is dinner for the day, of 
course you will be hungry and have to spend money. Try your best to make time to eat, and when you’re in the café try to utilize all 
the station options, find something so that you don’t leave hungry. You may not like the main station but you could go to the burger 
side (hopefully they have it that day) or have some pizza, two bowls of cereal, maybe a salad or some fruit. Try anything so that you 
don’t leave with the empty stomach you came in on. You could always try the market because it’s open later, and since I know that our 
market points are precious try buying snacks from Wal-Mart, microwavable foods, or even bread and peanut butter, and buy in bulk 
so that when you are hungry at night you can go to your room and find something, instead of spending money each night on food. It’s 
difficult, but trust me you will find a way around it.

If you have any issues that you need advice on, feel free to drop your question in the box labeled 
“Child You Better Ask Somebody!” (tentative title) at the USM offices in Blake Center.
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CAMPUS NEWS
Giving God the Glory One Song At A Time
Jeffrey Wilder
Staff Writer

Edible Arrangements “Officially” Opens
Zhari Clay
Staff Writer

At 
th e  n e w  E d i b l e 
Arrangements on 
5000  Whitesburg 

Drive the air is sweet, but the fruit 
is sweeter! The Grand Opening and 
ribbon-cutting ceremony took place 
on Monday, September 29, with a 
turnout of more than 70 people. 
Among those in attendance were all 
three major news stations, our very 
own President Pollard, our USM 
President Tahjai Conkerite, and 
several other Oakwood University 

Vendors. This location is managed by 
Mark Taylor and operated with the 
help of Oakwood University students! 
Upon arrival, many were greeted by 
a Corporate representative and some 
were even lucky enough to taste one 
of the many free samples. You can 
place your very own order by going 
online to www.ediblearrangements.
com and selecting this location, or 
by calling (256) 881-7575. With so 
many delicious options to choose 
from, you’d better choose wisely! 

Over its many years, 
Oakwood University 
has become known 
for its musical talents. 

Whether it comes in the form of an 
instrumentalist, soloist, or a group, 
musical talent is not something our 
student body lacks. This year, one 
group has surfaced with a mission 
to create a resurgence of positivity 
throughout the student body. Giv-
ing God glory through the musical 
gifts He has bestowed upon them 
has become their main purpose, 
and since its inception on April 9th, 
2013, the group Doxa has taken 
this campus by storm. Comprised 
of seven juniors - Esther Alexis, 
Christian Sawyers, Marcus Harris, 
Alanna Aurelien, Joshua Southwell, 
Sara Gikonyo, and Danielle Corn-
wall - these students have proven in 
such a short time that what God or-

Photo by x|Posure

dains can only be blessed. Doxa can 
be seen performing around campus 
at various events and services; how-
ever, what sets them apart from the 
rest is their passion for the Lord and 
spreading the gospel through their 
ministry. In addition to performing, 
they can also be seen around cam-
pus praying with students and get-
ting involved with the community. 
All in all, they have proven that they 
are more than just the harmonies 
they sing, but ministers in winning 
souls for Jesus. 

Photo by Zhari Clay
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Ashlea Hendrickson
Staff Writer

Meet the Spreading Oak Student of Month! Lauren Eaton 
es una estudiante bilingüe, tiene 19 años y es de Loma Linda, 
California! (Lauren Eaton is a 19-year-old, bilingual student 
from Loma Linda California!) She is currently a junior at Oak-
wood University majoring in Spanish and minoring in English 
Writing. Lauren loves to read and can almost always be seen 
around campus with her nose in a book, or scribbling an idea in 
a journal. She is the younger sister of Charles Eaton (a graduate 
of Oakwood University) and when not reading, enjoys spending 
her free time running long distances.
 
Guess what? She spent 9 months in Argentina! “The experi-
ence with Adventist Colleges Abroad was amazing! Being in a 
different environment really opens your eyes to many aspects of 
life that are undervalued in the United States. For example, in 
the U.S. people are very career focused, but in Argentina, people 
are more concerned about food and family than anything else. 
There is also a really cool tradition they have in Argentina 
where, every Saturday night, the neighborhood comes together 
to drink tea outside. Technology is definitely not hugely empha-
sized there, but instead it’s more important to just spend time 
with others.”
 
What organizations are you apart of on campus? Art and Soul 
(a spoken word club) and the Oakwood Latina Association.
 
Tell us some fun facts about yourself! “My favorite color is 
plum! It really is such an underrated color. I was homeschooled 
for the first 9 years of my life and I enjoy lip-syncing to the 
‘Dreamgirls’ soundtrack.”
 
What’s your favorite quote? “But he that dares not grasp the 
thorn

 should never crave the rose.” –Anne Bronte
 
If you could use ONE word to describe yourself, what word would you 
choose and why?  “Vibrant. Because I feel like I give off a lot of energy and I 
try to make that energy as positive as possible.”
 
BONUS: A few lines from one of Lauren’s poems.
“Cause my hair is the best hair
Coil, kink, curl, zag hair
Stronger than oxen plowing fields hair
Tougher than men running mills hair-
Each follicle cries out Nubian, Nigerian, Egyptian princess...
Cleopatra ain’t got nothin’ on me!”

Lauren Eaton
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